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Dear beloved friends: 

It’s hard to believe that the last time we worshipped in person was March 8.  Since that 

time we have continued to gather around computer screens and cell phones to experi-

ence church in new and different ways.  I am grateful to all of you who have remained 

connected to the church as we pivoted to a more digital presence. 

As local, county, and state governments look to ways of re-opening during this time of 

Covid-19, De Soto United Methodist Church remains committed to ensuring the health 

and well-being of congregants and visitors.  We continue to look at the recommendations 

of the various public health agencies offering guidance to better inform the next steps. 

With that in mind, in consultation with Ad Council and in conversation with Bishop 

Saenz of the Great Plains Conference, since our typical Sunday worship involves more 

than 50 people gathering together, De Soto United Methodist Church will continue of-

fering online worship only, at least through the month of May.  We are working on a 

strategy for moving forward so that we can meet in-person.  There are various factors 

involved with this, including maintaining a clean setting, reviewing infection rates, deter-

mining the best ways to practice social distancing, ensuring people feel comfortable gath-

ering together.  In the coming weeks we will be making available a more firm plan for 

how to achieve our goals. 

Sabrina Wellman and myself have been streaming on Facebook Live Sundays @ 10:00 

AM using  a cell phone, offering prayer, a children’s moment and a simple message.  

We’ve also incorporated a Sunday School experience @ 9:00 AM for people of all ages.  

The intention is to continue worshipping within our means @ De Soto United Methodist 

Church .  Throughout these past weeks we have added elements such as recorded hymns 

made available  just prior to worship.   

During May we will be continuing working hard to ensure we offer the best online wor-

ship experience we can while looking at ways to improving our online presence.  We are 

planning for ways to have a more full worship experience, including additional music, but 

that requires additional technologies and expertise.  It will be a time of trial and error, but 

also a time where God’s love will be continued to be made known. 

Our main goal as church community is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transfor-

mation of the world.  We remain in mission to the wider community through word and 

action.  We remain committed to reaching out to those who are needing to feel a greater 

sense of what it means to be a part of a community of grace during this difficult time.  As 

your pastor I am committed to looking at the best ways to demonstrating the fullness of 

God’s love for all people, as we are needing to re-think the best ways to doing church.   

As we move forward I appreciate your continued support through your prayers and pres-

ence, gifts and services.  You are what makes De Soto United Methodist Church a vi-

brant community of faith. 

Peace, 

Pastor Jeff 



 

Worship with us every Sunday @ 10:00 AM via Facebook Live!  

Follow us on Facebook!   

Or you can join us later on Facebook or YouTube to watch a re-

broadcast of worship!  We’ll send out a link via e-mail or you can 

call 913-583-1359 for more information. 

 

For May we will continue our Sermon Series “A Good Enough Faith.”  We’ll begin with Psalm 23 on May 3 and 

end with Pentecost on May 31!  Be sure to be on the lookout for special worship planned for Pentecost (details 

pending…).  We appreciate your continued support for our online service on Facebook and YouTube.  Be sure to 

‘like’ and ‘share!’ 

Tithes and Offerings: 

Thank you for your continued support of the mission and ministries of the church during this time.  If you have 

any questions about the offering, please contact the office @ 913-583-1359. 

You may send any offering via mail to:  De Soto UMC PO Box 400, De Soto KS  66018 or you can give online @ 

desotoumc.org/giving. 

Now you can also give by text.  Simply text an amount to 844-931-2855!  First time users will follow a few 

prompts and then you are set. 

Your support and prayers are greatly appreciated! 

 

 

CELEBRATE MAY BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

Happy Birthday  

 2  Willa Prothro 5  Tammy Mikinski  9 Shelle Field            

 9  Jeremy Morton             15 Craig Everhart 15 Brianna King                       

 29 Hannah Young  

Happy Anniversary     29   Jim and Karen Walker 

The Upper Room is offering a FREE downloadable PDF of the May/June daily devotional booklet.  Find it, and 

other resources here:  https://www.upperroom.org/covid-19 

 

If you are interested in having a paper copy there are several at the church.  We would be glad to deliver these to 

you.  Just call or email if you want a copy. 



Bible Explorers on Zoom 

ATTENTION Bible Explorers, 3rd, 4th, & 5th graders, we ARE gathering.  
Look for Zoom link to be shared with your parents for an online Bible Explorers at 
an earlier time of 4:00 pm on May 3.  Ms. Marsha and Mr. Dan look forward to 
seeing you online.  All the fun and Bible exploration will continue and friends are 
always welcome, simply share your friend’s contact information with  
Sabrina so she may send your friend’s parent the Zoom link. 

4:00 pm, 
May 3 

on Zoom 

Youth Group on Zoom, Sundays @ 5:00 pm 
All middle school and high school students are invited to Youth Group.   

• We’ll continue to gather online with Zoom in May. 

• Friends are always welcome, simply let Sabrina (youthfamly@desotoumc.org) know 

your friend’s contact info so she may send the Zoom link to them. 

May 3, Pet Day—Bring your pet to Youth Group.  Pillow pets count too.  :-) 

May 10, NO YG Zoom—Celebrate Mother’s Day with your mom or mother 

figures in your life. 

May 17, Pack Rat Day—Box up that item you’ve been keeping in hopes you’ll 

have another use for it one day.  We’ll play a game of “Box of Lies” to see if the 

group can guess what’s inside.  View a “Box of Lies” example game here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Md4QnipNYqM 

May 24, School’s Out Party—Wear your favorite party hat and bring your 

favorite party food as we celebrate the end of the school year, and for all those 

graduating to something new next year. 

May 31, RED OUT—Wear red in honor of Pentecost., the birthday of the 

church.  Who can wear the most red?  Let the fun begin. 

YG 
Sundays 

@ 5:00 pm 

on Zoom. 

Celebrating Graduates 
We look forward to celebrating graduates of all ages and stages, PreK– college, on 

May 17.  If you have news to share about a graduate in your family, please send it 

by May 12 to Children, Youth, & Family Ministry Coordinator, Sabrina  

Wellman at youthfamily@desotoumc.org. Send your graduate 
news by May 12: 

youthfamily@desotoumc.org 



Virtual Sunday School, Sundays 

@ 9:00 am, on Facebook Live 
For ALL God’s people.  Join Sabrina for a Bible lesson  

and activity.  Current theme: P R A Y E R.   

We’ll be exploring The Lord’s Prayer and different prayer practices. 

UPDATE: Summer Youth Mission Experience 2020 

This year’s Summer Youth Mission Experience to Omaha, NE planned for late 

May has been cancelled.  This decision was made in consultation with the planned 

host, The Big Garden, who felt it best to cancel due to the “group” nature of the 

majority of the planned activities in regards to concern with the Covid-19 virus.  

An alternative “from home” mission experience for the students is being consid-

ered.  Students are invited to share their ideas and feedback with Sabrina Wellman:  

youthfamily@desotoumc.org. Additional information will be shared as options 

become clear. 

What About Vacation Bible School? 

Vacation Bible School (VBS) is one of the highlights of our Summer ministries at 
De Soto United Methodist Church.  At this time we do not know what our VBS 
ministry will look like this year.  It is our plan to share more information with you 
and our community in late May or early June.  We invite you to keep our Children, 
Youth, & Family Ministry Team in prayer as they discern the best plan for this 
year’s VBS program. 

*****MAY NEWSLETTER EXTRAS***** 

Printable Coloring Pages and Cards for 

Teacher Appreciation, Mother’s Day & Graduation 

May is full of special days, so we’ve included some printables to help you recognize and celebrate 

those special people in your life.  Check out the printables at the end of this newsletter. 



Sundays 

  9:00am Groups for All Ages 

10:00am Worship 

 

Phone: 913-583-1359 

Web:  www.desotoumc.org 

De Soto United Methodist Church Pastor:  Reverend Jeff Prothro   

E-mail: pastorjeff@desotoumc.org 

Phone:  316-214-0144 

 

Coordinator for Children, Youth and Family:  

Sabrina Wellman 

E-mail: youthfamily@desotoumc.org 

Phone:  785-749-4577 

 

Secretary:  Linda Patton 

Church E-mail:  umcoffice@desotoumc.org 

De Soto United Methodist Church 

8760 Kill Creek Road                         

P O Box 400                                           

De Soto, KS 66018 

 
  De Soto Kansas Food Pantry 
  

The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund called One De Soto Relief 
Fund. This fund will help our citizens affected by COVID-19. Our great-
est need at this time is for monetary donations to this fund. Within a week 
we will have more information out to the citizens of De Soto affected by 
COVID-19 on how to apply for a grant from One De Soto Relief Fund. 
The pantry is still open on Wednesday evenings and Saturday mornings! 
Donations can be specified to go towards One De Soto Relief Fund or De 
Soto Food Pantry. Checks can be made to either fund and mailed to 
32905 W. 84th, De Soto or dropped off to Lori at Cedar Creek Pharmacy. 
Thank you for your support of these two funds.  

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/De-Soto-Kansas-Food-Pantry-1461570084060388/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBcVoGf2A2VGP1-fQ7O38Acrrer_1an0q0C9hm1utWigMsnaEHPIpgdAWQBds1ymD3z1aocRzFDkjATstTUnoL8SrqaWQl875kdI0AlFn5YNWdh194viTa2z10hEAjSVNAkhZlzfRUT289XJfDuNUm98N-G13dxzc3KbXnSSGp
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https://www.momjunction.com/ 




