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Though we are entering the dog days of August I think to some degree we are still 
stuck in winter.  And by that I mean as we do our best to move forward during this 
time of pandemic and protests, of heightened division and a widening of distrust it 
can seem like each day remains the same with no progress in sight.  It is far too 
easy in this moment to get caught up in a pessimistic mindset that doesn’t allow for 
hopefulness to enter.  Yet we, as Christians, are called to live into a hope-filled dis-
cipleship, a discipleship that does acknowledge the truth of the reality around us 
but to still seek to live out of a space of love and compassion, of seeing the world 
through the lens of grace.  That doesn’t diminish all that we are experiencing as we 
consider what it means to go back to school, to recognizing economic difficulties, 
to acknowledging racial inequities, to naming aloud our own personal struggles 
during these past several months.   
 
In thinking about this time I likened it to turning on your computer only to have it 
crash.  The work you did leading up to that crash may be lost.  You must figure out 
the best way forward, knowing that you may not be able to return to the way you 
used to do it.  Despite the frustrations (and technology invites a plethora of them) 
we do our best to resetting and forging ahead.  This is true in our faith lives.  At 
times we may experience a crash and wonder what we need to reboot our selves. 
 
How do we move from this ‘winter of our soul’ to a more spring-like disposition?  
Throughout August in worship we’ll be looking how to Reboot our faith during 
this time.  Though we may strive for a return to ‘normalcy’ we must reckon with an 
emerging ‘new normal.’  In August, we’ll look at ways to Reboot our faith in the 
midst of all we have experienced these past few months.  We’ll name the ‘crash,’ 
lament the loss of ‘data,’ acknowledge that we aren’t returning to the way things 
were, and look forward to a future that carries the legacy of hope in Christ to sus-
tain us.  Things will be different but we needn’t not shy away from what that means 
for us.  We carry with us a faith tradition that sees joy in renewal and fresh hope 
even in the midst of uneasiness. 
 
The scriptures are reflective of the human experience, including loss, grief, calami-
ty.  But scripture is also reflective of our relationship with God, who offers joy and 
hope and the gift of eternal love and presence without end.  Let us take time to 
Reboot our souls this August in community. 
 
Peace, 
 
Pastor Jeff 



Worship with us every Sunday @ 10:00 AM via Facebook Live or 

join us in August in the church parking lot for Drive In Church! 

Or you can join us later on Facebook or YouTube to watch a re-

broadcast of worship!  We’ll send out a link via e-mail or you can 

call 913-583-1359 for more information. 

Tithes and Offerings: 

Thank you for your continued support of the mission and ministries of the church during this time.  If you have 

any questions about the offering, please contact the office @ 913-583-1359. 

You may send any offering via mail to:  De Soto UMC PO Box 400, De Soto KS  

66018 or you can give online @ desotoumc.org/giving. 

Now you can also give by text.  Simply text an amount to 844-931-2855!  First 

time users will follow a few prompts and then you are set. 

Your support and prayers are greatly appreciated! 

 

Nobody likes to experience a ‘systems crash’ the 

requires a reboot, but sometimes it is necessary to 

move forward.  This August we’ll be exploring 

how we, in our faith lives, can move forward from 

the system crash that is Covid-19 to a renewed 

faith rooted in the love of Christ.  Reboot will be 

an examination of our experiences, from dealing 

with the ‘crash’ to moving to a place of renewal.   

Aug. 2   Systems Crash  Lamentations 

Aug. 9   Data Loss Psalm 88 

Aug. 16 Liminal Space Jeremiah 31:15-22 

Aug. 23  Hit Reset Mark 6:45-53 

Aug. 30  Reboot 1 Corinthians 5:17 

August  

Worship 

@  

De Soto UMC 



Resources for Overcoming Racism 
Our friends at The Upper Room have collected several resources to help learn 

more about The Spiritual Work of Overcoming Racism.  These resources, intended for 

adults, offer opportunity for self-reflection, guidance from God, and action.  

Check our previous newsletters for resources for children & youth. 

We give thanks to all those who helped plan, organize, prepare, support, contribute, and 

lead our VBS To-Go Program.  Your faithfulness and dedication allowed us to reach out  

to over 40 children in our community and offer them an out-of-this world experience. 

THANK YOU VBS Volunteers 

What’s happening with Children, Youth, & Families? 
As we continue to live with the changing circumstances concerning Covid-19, 

and its impacts on our church ministries we want you to know that we are 

working on ways to celebrate Back-to-School with our students and families.  

We understand this is an important milestone.  As school districts share their 

plans for the start of school and the format in which classes will be offered, we 

are exploring ways to recognize the start of school and offer ministries for our 

students and families that will support their faith journey. 

Stay posted for news about plans for fall including: Blessing of the Backpacks, 

Sunday School, and the ministries of children, youth, & families.  

Summer Youth Mission Days 
July 20-22 Youth students gathered outside at DUMC for scripture, devotion, and in 

our community for activities to explore how we are called to Love our Neighbor.  

We give thanks for all who were able to participate. 

https://www.upperroom.org/resources/the-spiritual-work-of-overcoming-racism/?path=testimonial


 

CELEBRATE AUGUST BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

   Happy Birthday 

1 Kendan Powers     2 Linda Rumsey, LaDonna Schmidt     3 Joan Barenklau, Tami Jones         

5 Steve Bowlin     6 Morena deKeijzer, Joe Miller     8 Brenda Crisco     9 Madeline Field 

10 Sandra Hoover     11 Dawson Field     12 Larry Stephan     13 Garon Boone, Brad Rains 

14 Leighann Prothro, Mitra Templin     18 Jennifer Wenger   25 Rev. Jeff Prothro 

26 Kristie Cox     29  Walter Johnston, Sandy Noble 

    Happy Anniversary      22 Becky and Charles Miller     

 

*****xxxxx  NEWSLETTER EXTRAS***** 
Printable Craft and Card - Summer Activity Pages  

In this newsletter, we’ve included some printables to get your backyard camping started 

and help with ideas to encourage happy activities while we’re apart. 

HANDY RESOURCE LIST 
 

De Soto United Methodist Church 

• desotoumc.org 
 You can find our eWeekly, our Newsletter and information about our church, along with other resources. 

• Facebook.com:   search @desotounitedmethodist 

• YouTube.com:   De Soto United Methodist Church 
 Look for our logo. 
  
  You can find our recorded worship services and devotionals on these. 
  
United Methodist Church 

• The greater United Methodist Church:     UMC.org 
 See who we are and where we serve.   

• Our conference website:     GreatPlainsUMC.org 
 Look for online newsletters on the website that you can read or subscribe to. 
 
Publication and website 

• The Upper Room:     UpperRoom.org 
 Many resources to feed your soul, from magazines that we order at church (yours for the asking), a daily 
 devotional, articles, poetry and visuals. 



Check out these ideas for having a campout in your backyard.  This word puzzle will get you in the camping spirit. 

https://safegatherings.com/great-ideas-week-7/




Sundays 

  9:00am Groups for All Ages 

10:00am Worship 

 

Phone: 913-583-1359 

Web:  www.desotoumc.org 

De Soto United Methodist Church Pastor:  Reverend Jeff Prothro   

E-mail: pastorjeff@desotoumc.org 

Phone:  316-214-0144 

 

Coordinator for Children, Youth and Family:  

Sabrina Wellman 

E-mail: youthfamily@desotoumc.org 

Phone:  785-749-4577 

 

Secretary:  Linda Patton 

Church E-mail:  umcoffice@desotoumc.org 

De Soto United Methodist Church 

8760 Kill Creek Road                         

P O Box 400                                           

De Soto, KS 66018 

 
  De Soto Kansas Food Pantry 
 The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund called One De Soto Re-
lief Fund. This fund will help our citizens affected by COVID-19. Our 
greatest need at this time is for monetary donations to this fund. With-
in a week we will have more information out to the citizens of De Soto 
affected by COVID-19 on how to apply for a grant from One De Soto 
Relief Fund. The pantry is still open on Wednesday evenings and Sat-
urday mornings! Donations can be specified to go towards One De 
Soto Relief Fund or De Soto Food Pantry. Checks can be made to ei-
ther fund and mailed to 32905 W. 84th, De Soto or dropped off to 
Lori at Cedar Creek Pharmacy. Thank you for your support of these 
two funds.  

 

 

 

Blessings Box 

Supplies needed for Blessing Box at 

Church, holding all canned goods until 

Autumn. Dried beans, Rice, Pasta, Mac 

& Cheese, Ramen noodles, Dry cereal, 

Peanut butter, Jelly As well as personal 

items: Toothpaste, Toothbrush, Soap, 

Shampoo, Conditioner, Deodorant 

Thank you for your continued support,. 

https://www.facebook.com/De-Soto-Kansas-Food-Pantry-1461570084060388/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBcVoGf2A2VGP1-fQ7O38Acrrer_1an0q0C9hm1utWigMsnaEHPIpgdAWQBds1ymD3z1aocRzFDkjATstTUnoL8SrqaWQl875kdI0AlFn5YNWdh194viTa2z10hEAjSVNAkhZlzfRUT289XJfDuNUm98N-G13dxzc3KbXnSSGp
https://www.facebook.com/De-Soto-Kansas-Food-Pantry-1461570084060388/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBcVoGf2A2VGP1-fQ7O38Acrrer_1an0q0C9hm1utWigMsnaEHPIpgdAWQBds1ymD3z1aocRzFDkjATstTUnoL8SrqaWQl875kdI0AlFn5YNWdh194viTa2z10hEAjSVNAkhZlzfRUT289XJfDuNUm98N-G13dxzc3KbXnSSGp

