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One of the staples of local news in Wichita growing up was Larry Hatteberg.  He 

was a television news journalist for the local ABC affiliate KAKE.  He had a fea-

tured series titled “Hatteberg’s People” where he would find interesting people 

across Kansas to interview and present to viewers.  These human interest stories 

were sometimes a little saccharine but they always contained a certain wisdom and 

warmth for people to be comforted by.  Though I know today there are still these 

stories being presented I think a lot of them have been drowned out by those voices 

that prefer division and discord, fostering a culture of hopelessness.  We are thirsting 

for authentic hope 

If I had a choice to interview one prophet from the biblical witness, especially in 

hopes of offering wisdom for our current age, I think it would be Isaiah.  The 

prophet Isaiah lived in a time of disarray and exile for Israel, nonetheless offered an 

overarching story of hope.  Though he did not shy away from the harsh reality of 

what was being experienced, willing to name the difficulties of the weight of suffer-

ing, Isaiah presents a vision of Rising Hope, of God remaining at the center of the 

unfolding story of salvation.   

Today we are perhaps wondering where we, too, can regain that sense of hope for 

the future, of reclaiming God’s story for our lives.  Isaiah can help us see again the 

truth of what fully trusting God can really do.  The New Testament writers under-

stood this, tapping into his unceasing optimism when announcing the birth of Jesus.  

In his own lifetime Jesus quoting Isaiah extensively when describing God’s coming 

kingdom. Today, that kingdom work continues to be vital and necessary in order for 

true healing to happen.  

Throughout September we’ll be looking at some of the words and teachings of Isai-

ah in the sermon series Rising Hope.  Through the centuries they have brought com-

fort to people experiencing distress, as well as offered a stark reminder that hope 

and justice are intertwined, that compassion and fairness require an admission of our 

own complicity in the discord.  We as a community of faith have the story of God’s 

salvific work in the world that is continuing to unfold.  Isaiah offered a part of the 

story and we can continue to participate in its writing so that the future will be one 

of transformation and renewal.   

 

Peace, 

 

Pastor Jeff 



Worship with us every Sunday @ 10:00 AM via Facebook Live or 

join us for at least the first few weeks in September  in the church 

parking lot for Drive In Church! 

Or you can join us later on Facebook or YouTube to watch a re-

broadcast of worship!  We’ll send out a link via e-mail or you can 

call 913-583-1359 for more information. 

Tithes and Offerings: 

Thank you for your continued support of the mission and ministries of the church 

during this time.  If you have any questions about the offering, please contact the 

office @ 913-583-1359. 

You may send any offering via mail to:  De Soto UMC PO Box 400, De Soto KS  

66018 or you can give online @ desotoumc.org/giving. 

Now you can also give by text.  Simply text an amount to 844-931-2855!  First time users will follow a few 

prompts and then you are set. 

Your support and prayers are greatly appreciated! 

The prophet Isaiah offered a message of hope to a 

people living through a time of great despair.  That 

message has echoed throughout the ages, influencing 

the Gospel writers and quoted extensively by Jesus.  

Today the words of Isaiah still resonate.  In times of 

uncertainty it is hard to see hope in the midst of even 

our most immediate surroundings and situations.  Yet 

Isaiah casts a vision rooted in God’s continuing work 

of salvation in all our lives.  Join us Sundays in Sep-

tember for our Sermon Series Rising Hope. 

Sept 6:  Isaiah 2:1-5   

Sept 13: Isaiah 11:1-10 

Sept 20: Isaiah 25:1-9 

September   

Worship 

@  



A Call for Recipes! 

One of the first gifts our family received when moving to De Soto in 2014 was a copy 

of the De Soto UMC Cookbook.  This was put together by UMW and represented a 

wide range of family recipes handed down through the ages (and served at any num-

ber of potlucks at the church).  It is a wonderful record of the community.  I believe 

it is a time for an update (especially since many of us have discovered or re-

discovered recipes during this time of pandemic) so we can continue to share with 

each other our favorite meals and desserts, soups and side dishes, beverages and eve-

rything in between.  For now, email any favorite recipes (and any related stories) to 

pastorjeff@desotoumc.org or umcoffice@desotoumc.org or mail to PO Box 400 and 

we’ll get started in compiling (and sampling) your wonderful dishes!  

No Date Set Yet For In Person Worship 

Friends— 

I am grateful for your continued patience regarding the when the 

church will return to In Person Worship.  We are continuing Drive 

In Worship and will stream online via Facebook Live (even when 

worship moves to the sanctuary.  Over the next few weeks I antici-

pate us having a little better sense of when we will begin meeting 

together on Sunday mornings in the sanctuary.  We do know that 

seating will be limited, masks required, and volunteers will be need-

ed to help sanitize the church following worship.  Again, our com-

mitment is to ensure the health and well-being of all who participate 

in the life of the church.  Any input or questions are welcome! 

A Different Kind of  School Year 

Friends—as you know this school year will be different from any other our chil-

dren and teachers have ever experienced.  As De Soto UMC we are committed to 

helping support the schools in our community.  At Starside Elementary we are 

working out details to help expand the Kindergartner’s play area.  This would in-

clude reaching out to the congregation for supplies such as balls, hula hoops, and 

mini soccer goals.  There will be some possible landscaping work as well.  Given 

that many will be doing remote learning, another  possibility for the church to help 

is offering a limited number of students access to Fellowship Hall during the day 

so that they can have access to the internet.  This would require volunteers to act as 

supervisors and cleaners.  Another way to support is providing  families who may 

be overwhelmed a weekly carry out meal.  If you have any interest in volunteering 

or have other ideas for how we can support the students and families in our com-

munity during this school year, please contact Pastor Jeff via email  @ pastorjeff@desotoumc.org or by phone 

316-214-0144.  Thank you. 



Bible Sunday 
This month we look forward to presenting Bibles to our 3rd, 4th & 5th graders who 

have not previously received one.  Traditionally these presentations have been part 

of one of our Sunday morning worship services in the month of September.  As we 

continue to live into the new ways of worshiping and being in ministry together, we 

ask families of our 3rd, 4th, & 5th graders to stay posted for news from Sabrina 

about this year’s plans for Bible presentations.  If you have any questions or con-

cerns, please contact Sabrina youthfamily@desotoumc.org.   

Resources for Talking About & Overcoming Racism 
It can be difficult to know how to begin tough conversations with our children, 

teens, young adults, and family members.  Here is a compilation of resources we 

have shared in summer newsletters or the eWeekly.  Click the link to learn more. 

• Twelve Books to Help Children Understand Race, Anti-Racism and Protest.   

• The Spiritual Work of Overcoming Racism 

• Talking Race With Young Children 

• How White Parents Can Talk To Their Kids About Race 

• Coming Together: Standing Up to Racism (Sesame Street Town Hall) 

Sing-a-Long on Zoom, Sept. 20 @ 4:00 pm 
Hey—PreK through 5th grade kids!  Join your friends for a fun Sing-a-Long on 

Zoom, Sunday, September 20 at 4:00 pm.  Join Miss Linda for singing some  

To Mars and Beyond VBS tunes, plus more favorites.  Parents, look for the Zoom link 

in your email inbox a few days prior to the Sing-a-Long so your kids can join in the 

FUN singing and praising the Lord. 

 

I will sing to the LORD as long as I live. Psalm 104:33a 

 

Plus, stay posted for a Story Time opportunity we hope to offer soon. 

mailto:youthfamily@desotoumc.org
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smithsonian-institution/twelve-books-to-help-children-understand-race-antiracism-and-protest-180975067/
https://www.upperroom.org/resources/the-spiritual-work-of-overcoming-racism/?path=testimonial
https://www.npr.org/2019/04/24/716700866/talking-race-with-young-children?fbclid=IwAR0iAxPOTRpMd93L48n2x6xJg3UcDDsAxJu-Hs3qfrbcdENoRiiMaRrPM6c
https://www.npr.org/2020/06/03/869071246/how-white-parents-can-talk-to-their-kids-about-race
https://www.cnn.com/2020/06/06/app-news-section/cnn-sesame-street-race-town-hall-app-june-6-2020-app/index.html


Bible Explorers for Upper Elementary 
Hey 3rd, 4th, & 5th graders—Bible Explorers is for YOU!  Join us 4:00-5:00 pm, 
once a month on a Sunday, October through May for fun, explorative ways to learn 
about the Bible and what it teaches us as we grow as disciples of Jesus.  Our  
meeting dates for 2020-2021 are:  

October 4,   February 14, 
November 1,  March 7, 
December 6,  April 4, 
January 10  May 2 

As we continue to evaluate the ever changing situation with Covid-19, we will  
update Bible Explorer families as to the format of these gatherings.  At this time it is 
our hope that October may be an outdoor, distanced gathering at DUMC, but this 
will be determined in coming weeks and communicated.  It is our expectation to use 
Zoom for subsequent gatherings.  For in person, distanced gatherings, a check-in 
questionnaire will be used. 

 

Begins 
October 4 

Youth Group in September 
All middle school and high school students are invited to Youth Group.  Friends are 

always welcome.   

• We’ll gather outside at DUMC with limited access to the building for restrooms.   

• Students should wear a mask and not answer “yes” to any of the Check-In  

questions (see below). 

Sept 13, Welcome!—We’ll celebrate gathering again after summer break and 

welcome our newest middle school members.   

Sept. 27, Service Sunday—Let’s get busy on an outreach project: verifying 

pieces of LEGO sets for the Giving Brick. 

Contact Sabrina for more details; youthfamily@desotoumc.org 

Check-In Questions: 

* Have you been diagnosed with or tested positive for Covid-19 infection? 

* Have you had any of the following symptoms in the past 14 days? 

 >fever,    >shortness of breath or difficulty breathing,  

 >cough,   >racing heart rate, 

 >shaking chills   >unusual dizziness, 

 >sore throat   >chest pain, pressure, or tightness with exercise, 

 >loss of taste or smell  >fatigue or difficulty with exercise 

 >nausea, vomiting, diarrhea >unusual rash or painful discoloration of fingers 

         or toes 

* Have you had contact with any confirmed Covid-19 cases in the last 30 days? 

Youth Group 
Sundays 

Sept. 13 & 27 
@ 4:00 pm. 

Looking Ahead to October   
Trunk-n-Treat—October 25, 3:00-5:00 pm.  Stay posted for news about plans for this 

year’s event as we reimagine Trunk-n-Treat for this year. 

http://thegivingbrick.org/index.html


Get moving.  Have a virtual dance-off by encouraging everyone in the family to 
get moving.  Find kid-friendly fun and engaging dance videos at GoNoodle. 

https://www.youtube.com/user/GoNoodleGames/featured


 

CELEBRATE SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

    Happy Birthday 

 1 Andrew Powers     2 Steve Buehler, Marilyn Layman     3 Kendee Seymour 

 4 Michael Nieman     10 Lauren Wenger     13 Kadee Little 

 15 Jane Seymour      16 Avery Bowlin, Will Morton     19 Mary Cox 

  21 Blake Tucker     25 Rita Bolay     26 David Bedford 

 Happy Anniversary  

 1 Craig & Denise Everhart      3 Bill & Michaelane Gish      8 Lauren & Arlene Truitt 

 9 Bub & LaDonna Schmidt      10  Scott & Justine Seymour     12 Evan & Karen Haake 

 16 Brad & Samantha Bowlin      16 Ron & Terri Hooper      21 Ron & Lisa Roberts 

 27 Joe & Marsha Miller  

De Soto Kansas Food Pantry 
 

 The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund called One De Soto Re-
lief Fund. This fund will help our citizens affected by COVID-19. Our 
greatest need at this time is for monetary donations to this fund.  In-
structions Donations can be specified to go towards One De Soto Re-
lief Fund or De Soto Food Pantry. Checks can be made to either fund 
and mailed to 32905 W. 84th, De Soto or dropped off to Lori at Cedar 
Creek Pharmacy. Thank you for your support of these two funds. 

You can pick up an application for the grant at Great American Bank 
or Great Southern Bank in De Soto or find online: 

https://desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/one-de-soto-relief-fund/  

 

 

Blessings Box 
 

Supplies needed for Blessing Box at 

Church, holding all canned goods until 

Autumn. Dried beans, Rice, Pasta, Mac & 

Cheese, Ramen noodles, Dry cereal, Pea-

nut butter, Jelly As well as personal items: 

Toothpaste, Toothbrush, Soap, Shampoo, 

Conditioner, Deodorant Thank you for 

your continued support. 

DE SOTO FOOD PANTRY 

Tuesdays 10am - 12pm             Thursdays 4pm - 6pm              Saturdays 9am - 11am  

 Staples:  Jelly, mixed fruit, applesauce, canned sweet potatoes, mixed veggies, dried beans (not 

pinto),  refried canned beans, broth, gravy, oatmeal, sugar, and non-perishable paper items. 

Drop off your cards and letters to 

adopted residents of Hillside Village in 

the small box located by our Blessing 

Box.  Isolation at the home means go-

ing without visitors the residents had 

and going without our monthly  wor-

ship service.  Thank you for remember-

ing all our neighbors. 

 Friends of Hillside Village 

https://www.facebook.com/De-Soto-Kansas-Food-Pantry-1461570084060388/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBcVoGf2A2VGP1-fQ7O38Acrrer_1an0q0C9hm1utWigMsnaEHPIpgdAWQBds1ymD3z1aocRzFDkjATstTUnoL8SrqaWQl875kdI0AlFn5YNWdh194viTa2z10hEAjSVNAkhZlzfRUT289XJfDuNUm98N-G13dxzc3KbXnSSGp
https://desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/one-de-soto-relief-fund/
https://www.facebook.com/De-Soto-Kansas-Food-Pantry-1461570084060388/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBcVoGf2A2VGP1-fQ7O38Acrrer_1an0q0C9hm1utWigMsnaEHPIpgdAWQBds1ymD3z1aocRzFDkjATstTUnoL8SrqaWQl875kdI0AlFn5YNWdh194viTa2z10hEAjSVNAkhZlzfRUT289XJfDuNUm98N-G13dxzc3KbXnSSGp


Sundays 

  9:00am Groups for All Ages 

10:00am Worship 

 

Phone: 913-583-1359 

Web:  www.desotoumc.org 

De Soto United Methodist Church Pastor:  Reverend Jeff Prothro   

E-mail: pastorjeff@desotoumc.org 

Phone:  316-214-0144 

 

Coordinator for Children, Youth and Family:  

Sabrina Wellman 

E-mail: youthfamily@desotoumc.org 

Phone:  785-749-4577 

 

Secretary:  Linda Patton 

Church E-mail:  umcoffice@desotoumc.org 
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