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This Week in Worship 

Isaiah 51:1-6 

The past couple of years I’ve enjoyed going to a Royals game during their final homestand.  It offered 

a nice transition from summer to fall, a moment where the waning of a season offered a nice respite 

before the approaching ‘busy’ season of the church, that includes an increase in activities, holidays, 

conferences, and the like.  Of course this year is different, one where our sense of time has shifting 

and there seems to be little respite from the day to day realities of  life during Covid-19 and an intense 

political season.  The weightiness of things at times seem overwhelming and there can be a sense that 

even the smallest moments of joy are much fewer and far between.  How can we regain that sense of 

hopefulness?  Isaiah again offers a wider vision of what it means to have hope even in the most unten-

able of situations.  ’Listen to God,’ Isaiah says.  God’s work of salvation is continuing and all of us are 

part of that story.  In that intentional listening we can experience the fruits of renewal through God.  

This Sunday as we finish the sermon series Rising Hope, we will explore ways we can listen to God in 

ways that are hopeful and relevant to our lives, even in the midst of this long season of uncertainty.  

As our schedules are rearranged and new ways of doing things emerge we will remain focused on the 

goodness of God and the sustainability of the hopefulness of Christ for our lives.  I look forward in 

sharing this message with all of you. 

Peace, 

Pastor Jeff 

Youth Group, Sunday, 

Sept. 27, 4:00-6:00 pm 

SERVICE SUNDAY:  

Wear a mask and join 

your friends as we work 

on an outreach project: 

verifying pieces of LEGO 

sets for the Giving Brick.  We will meet out-

side on the upper level, under the awning.  

We will have  

limited access to 

the building for  

restrooms. 

Trunk-n-Treat RE-IMAGINED 

Candy Donations & Volunteer Sign-Up 

As the Children, Youth, & Family Ministry 

Team re-imagines this annual community out-

reach event, we are receiving donations of indi-

vidually wrapped, store bought treats AND sign

-ups of willing helpers for the event.  The event 

will be Sunday, Oct. 25, 3:00-

5:00 pm, in the TriCentury 

Bank lower parking lot.  If 

you would like to  

support Trunk-n-Treat,  

Contact Sabrina :  

Participants should stay 

home if they are feeling 

sick or answer “yes” to any 

of the Covid-19 Check-in 

Questions on the next 

page.** 

http://thegivingbrick.org/index.html


Drive In Worship is happening this 

Sunday! Worship will continue to be 

live-streamed via Facebook Live.  Your 

patience and prayers are greatly appre-

ciated during this time. 

In Person Worship to resume Sunday,   

October 4 @ 10:00 AM.   

We will be posting additional information on 

our website and mail out the information re-

garding the necessary precautions in the days 

ahead.  Please be on the look out as we seek 

to having a safe return to In Person Worship 

beginning Sunday, October 4.  We will con-

tinue to LiveStream worship and will have a 

‘Drive In’ option in our lower level lot.  More 

details to come! 

**Covid-19 Check-In Questions: 

* Have you been diagnosed with or tested positive for  

Covid-19 infection? 

* Have you had any of the following symptoms in the past 14 days? 

   >fever or chills, >shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, 

   >cough,  >congestion or runny nose, 

   >fatigue,  >muscle or body aches, 

   >diarrhea,  >nausea or vomiting, 

   >headache,  >new loss of taste or smell, 

   >sore throat. 

* Have you had contact with any confirmed Covid-19 cases in the 

last 30 days? 



Letter to the Congregation regarding In Person Worship Announcement 
 
 
September 24, 2020 
 
Grace and Peace! 
 
For the past few months our church’s In Person Worship/Building Usage Task Force has been in conversation regarding the 
best way to safely gather in the sanctuary for worship.  In reviewing guidelines by the county health department, CDC, and 
looking at how other churches are proceeding we have decided Sunday, October 4 we will resume In Person Worship @ 10:00 
AM in the sanctuary.  We will be implementing the following guidelines to ensure the health and well-being of the church and 
community: 
 

Masks will be required for all participants ages 2 and up.  We will have masks available for participants but ask you arrive 
with your own mask, if possible. 

If you are experiencing flu-like symptoms, including a fever, cough, congestion, nausea, fatigue, diarrhea, unusual body 
aches, or have recently been diagnosed with Covid-19 or been in contact with someone who has, we ask that you re-
frain from entering the building. 

Hand sanitizer will be made available. 
All worshippers will sign in. 
We are limiting the number of worshippers in the sanctuary to around 60 to best accommodate safe social distancing 

practices.  The nursery and classrooms will remain closed. Families will sit together and others will be spaced out ac-
cordingly. 

In the coming weeks we will phase in having overflow available in the Fellowship Hall.  This will enable worshippers to 
experience worship via the livestream. 

Following worship a team of volunteers will sanitize the worship space and main contact areas. 
 
There will also be some modifications to the order of worship, including no congregational singing (we will have organ and/or 
piano music and the occasional soloist), limited congregational responses, and others that will be announced during service.  
The goal will be to have meaningful worship in an appropriate timeframe to limit potential exposure. 
 
These guidelines are subject to change based on the best available information.  If it is necessary to cancel In Person Wor-
ship, we will send out a congregational e-mail, post it on our website www.desotoumc.org, and post it on our Facebook 
page.  We will do our best to post any changes by Saturday evening.   
 
If you are uncomfortable meeting in person for worship or are in a high-risk group, we will continue our livestream via Face-
book as well as provide a Drive In option in the lower parking lot on FM 87.9 during the worship time.  Thank you for your 
continued prayers and flexibility as we seek to follow best practices for the community in the name of Christ.  If you have any 
questions or concerns, please e-mail me @ pastorjeff@desotoumc.org or call my cell: 316-214-0144.  I look forward to seeing 
what happens in the month ahead as we gather for worship in a new way! 
 
Peace, 
 
 
Pastor Jeff 

http://www.desotoumc.org
mailto:pastorjeff@desotoumc.org

