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Tis the gift to be simple, ’tis the gift to be free 
’Tis the gift to come down where we ought to be, 
And when we find ourselves in the place just right, 
’Twill be in the valley of love and delight. 
When true simplicity is gained, 
To bow and to bend we shan’t be ashamed, 
To turn, turn will be our delight, 
Till by turning, turning we come ’round right.  (Shaker Song, 19th Century) 
 
Life recently has seemed anything but simple.  From Covid-19 to the election to figuring out 
how to best educate our children and so forth, decisions that used to seem to be easy now 
seem to be fraught with a layered complexity that requires way more bandwidth than any of us 
can really handle.  We are fatigued.  As we slide into November our weary souls are in need of 
a break. 
 
Sometimes it is hard to find hope in the weariness.  Yet we as Christians have been gifted with 
the hope of Christ for our lives.  We are called to share that hope with others.  The mission 
and ministry of the church is rooted in that core understanding.  Rather than make things more 
complicated, though, throughout November we will be exploring the Simple Gifts of our faith.  
In the hymnal when we participate in the church we are invited to be faithfully engaged by our 
prayers, our presence, our gifts, our service, and our witness.  It’s a simple as that! 
 
Yet we know sometimes even the simplest of things can be very difficult to sustain.  That’s 
why our path of discipleship is a lifelong journey.  Along the way it is important to remember 
who we are, to exploring those Simple Gifts that can remain a constant reminder that even 
during the most difficult of times we can continue to experience the life-sustaining grace of 
God in our lives and our faith.   
 
As mentioned in a letter that went to the congregation, though we’ve been challenged to doing 
church differently I am grateful for your continued support of De Soto UMC’s mission and 
ministry.  Throughout November we will be highlighting these Simple Gifts in worship.  
There will be videos presented of those who have been impacted by the Simple Gifts of this 
congregation and who are impacting others.  You will be asked to consider ways you can con-
tinue to give to the life of the congregation, through your prayers, presence, gifts, service, and 
witness. Though the path is uncertain, I do know that God’s love remains constant in our lives.  
We as a church will continue to journey together.  I look forward to continuing the journey 
with you this November. 
 
Peace, 
 
 
Pastor Jeff 



Worship with us every Sunday @ 10:00 AM In Person (with 

appropriate social distancing), or online via Facebook Live. 

Or you can join us later on Facebook or YouTube to watch a 

rebroadcast of  worship!  We’ll send out a link via e-mail or 

you can call 913-583-1359 for more information. 

Tithes and Offerings: 

Thank you for your continued support of the mission and ministries of the church 

during this time.  If you have any questions about the offering, please contact the 

office @ 913-583-1359. 

You may send any offering via mail to:  De Soto UMC PO Box 400, De Soto KS  

66018 or you can give online @ desotoumc.org/giving. 

Now you can also give by text.  Simply text an amount to 844-931-2855!  First time users will follow a few 

prompts and then you are set. 

Your support and prayers are greatly appreciated! 

November Sermons: 

Nov. 1 1 John 3:1-3 Children of God 

 All Saints Sunday 

Nov. 8 Guest Preacher: Rev. Carter Ellis 

 Director, the HUB KC 

Nov. 15 1 Cor. 12: 1-4 Simple Gifts, pt 1 

Nov. 22 1 Cor. 12:1-4 Simple Gifts, pt 2 

 Consecration Sunday 

Nov. 29  First Sunday in Advent! 

Advent in a Box 

Coming later in November 

Simple activities for you/your family to celebrate 

Advent at home. 

 

Plus, starting Nov. 29, Advent Virtual  

Sunday School for All Ages 

November 

Worship 

@  

De Soto UMC 



Bible Explorers for Upper Elementary 
Hey 3rd, 4th, & 5th graders—Bible Explorers is for YOU!  Join Ms. Marsha and 
Mr. Dan, 4:00-5:00 pm, once a month on a Sunday, October through May for fun, 
explorative ways to learn about the Bible and what it teaches us as we grow as disci-
ples of Jesus.  Our meeting dates for 2020-2021 are:  

October 4,   February 14, 
November 1,  March 7, 
December 6,  April 4, 
January 10  May 2 

As we continue to evaluate the ever changing situation with Covid-19, we will  
update Bible Explorer families as to the format of these gatherings.  Currently  
gatherings will be on the lower-level at DUMC.  Participants should wear a mask 
and not answer “yes” to any of the Check-In questions** (see below). 

 

Meets 
November 1 

on the 
Lower-Level 

Youth Group in November 
All middle school and high school students are invited to Youth Group.  Friends are  

always welcome.   

• Gatherings will be at DUMC, unless otherwise noted, distanced and outside if  

possible.  Additional information will be emailed to youth families.  Contact Sabrina to  

be added to the distribution list: youthfamily@desotoumc.org 

• Participants should wear a mask and not answer “yes” to any of the Check-In  

questions** (see below). 

Nov. 8, 11:30-2:30 pm, Rake-n-Run—We’ll gather for lunch and then love our neighbors by raking their yard. 

Nov. 15, 4:00-6:00 pm, Parent & Student Gathering + Giving Thanks— 

*4:00-5:00 pm, Parents & Students Zoom Gathering to discuss if and how to proceed regarding Confirmation 

and/or Summer Mission Experience.   

*5:00-6:00 pm, Student Zoom Gathering: Who do we need to thank in our lives, in our community?  We’ll ex-

plore these questions and share ideas for how we can put our thanks into action.   

Nov. 22, TBA, Giving Thanks, Part II—Based on our plans from Nov. 15, we’ll put together and make a 

delivery plan for our expressions of thanks. 

Youth Group 
Sundays 

Nov. 8, 15,  
& 22. 

**Covid-19 Check-In Questions: 

* Have you been diagnosed with or tested positive for Covid-19 infection? 

* Have you had any of the following symptoms in the past 14 days? 

   >fever or chills, >shortness of breath or difficulty breathing,  >congestion or runny nose, 

   >cough,  >sore throat,      >new loss of taste or smell, 

   >fatigue,  >headache,      >muscle or body aches, 

   >diarrhea,  >nausea or vomiting. 

* Have you had contact with any confirmed Covid-19 cases in the last 30 days? 



Parent Gathering, Nov. 17 on Zoom 

THEME: Traditions.  Plan to share a recipe for that favorite dish or dessert you 

bring to church potlucks or family meals.  The election will have passed and the 

holidays will be approaching.  What will your plans be for celebrating Thanksgiving 

and Christmas this year?  What traditions will you observe and what new traditions 

might you begin?  Let’s chat about it.  Join fellow parents for an online gathering to 

check-in with each other and find support from one another.  

Tuesday, November 17, 7:15 pm 

The Zoom link will be emailed the week of the gathering.  Contact Sabrina to be 

added to the email distribution list: youthfamily@desotoumc.org. 

7:15 pm, Nov. 17, 
Zoom. 

Have a favorite recipe to 
share with the group.  
Email your recipe to  

Sabrina before the Zoom 
for easier sharing. 

As we head into the month of Thanksgiving, we return to a very important spiritual 

practice. Gratitude is the practice of giving thanks. We can give thanks in so many 

different ways.  Here are some activities and resources for your family. 

• Paper Chain - Each day make a link with something you’re thankful for written on the link. See if it can 

stretch all around a room. 

• Gratitude Tree - Write or draw your gratitude on leaf shaped ornaments and hang them on a tree outside, a 

branch in a vase for an easy indoor tree, or simply tape to your walls.  (Leaves to print or purchase.) 

• Alphabet Gratitude - List one thing you are grateful for that starts with the letter “A” and then continue with 

the letter “B” until you’ve reached the end of the alphabet. 

• More than Words - Take your gratitude on the road: with your family in the car do the Driving Prayer  

Stations printed in this newsletter; draw/paint/sculpt something that makes you feel grateful. 

Memory Verse: This is the day that the LORD has made. Let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Psalm 118:24) 

Faith Practice Spotlight: Gratitude Cafe - This practice comes from the book Faithful Families, Creating Sacred 

Moments at Home. Each person gets a warm beverage (tea, hot chocolate, and coffee) and takes turns talking about 

what they’re thankful for. The warm drink makes you slow down and savor, and adds to the practice of gratitude.  

Links on Gratitude: Snuggle Time Fall Blessings book reading; Gratitude activity with more great links. 

Get Involved 

Child, Youth, Family, Ministry Team Zoom, Nov. 10 

The CYFM Team will gather on Zoom, November 10 @ 7:30 pm.  New team 

members are always welcome in this group that plans activities for these  

ministry areas.  Details?  Contact Sabrina: youthfamily@desotoumc.org. 

T H A N K   Y O U   ! ! ! 

We give thanks to all who served at and donated treats for Drive-

Thru Trunk-n-Treat.  We welcomed over 60 carloads of kids and 

received many positive comments.  We give thanks for your commit-

ment to the children and families in our community. 

https://www.firstpalette.com/printable/leaf.html
https://www.amazon.com/Strings-Attached-Ribbons-Wedding-Halloween/dp/B07TDHFV72/?dchild=1&&&sr=8-2
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=T2t8Y5eyAxI
https://www.greatplainsumc.org/files/ministries/kidsfam/gpgratitude+menu.pdf


In this season of  stewardship and gratitude, and as we consider how we may best continue 

to keep our covenant vow to “faithfully participate in the ministries of  the church by our 

prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness,” you are invited to use this guided prayer tour. 





 

CELEBRATE NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

   Happy Birthday 

1  Diane Cochran     7 Tinsley Guzman, Karl Johnson     9 Becky Miller 

11 Thad Goodrich, Heather Lucas     12  Kamry Noble     16  Ron Lindsey 

18  Matt Little     21  Vance Grube, Amy Hileman     23  Nathan Roberts 

24  Star Atwell     26  Drew Schmucker     27 Lisa Roberts 

 

   Happy Anniversary  

11  Rev. Jeff and Leighann Prothro 11  Bill and Charlotte Whim 

22  Steve and Sherry Bowlin 28  Roger and Mitra Templin 

 

1 SUN  4:00pm Bible Explorers 

3 Tue ELECTION DAY – VOTE 

4 Wed 10:00am Coffee in the Courtyard 

  12:00pm Prayer and Devotion FB 

6 Fri 7:00am Rotary 

8 SUN 11:30am-2:30pm     Youth 

            Rake-n-Run 

10 Tue 6:00pm D.A.R. 

11 Wed 12:0pm Prayer and Devotion FB 

  7:00pm Cub Scout Parents 

12 Fri 7:00am Rotary 

14 Sat 3:00-5:30pm Girl Scout Daisy Troop 

15 SUN 4:00-6:00 pm Parents/Youth Zoom 

16 Mon 7:00pm Finance 

17 Tue 1:00pm Reading Circle 

18 Wed 12:00pm Prayer and Devotion FB 

   6:00pm Charge Conference  

         Webinar 

19 Thu 7:00pm Cub Scout Pack 3054 

20 Fri 7:00am Rotary 

21 Sat 8:00am United Methodist Men 

22 SUN 4-6:00pm Youth Group 

         Giving Thanks Part ii 

25 Wed 12:00pm Prayer and Devotion FB 

26 Thu THANKSGIVING 

NOVEMBER ACTIVITIES 

Sundays 10:00am Worship 

This Christmas most of us will be home to celebrate the 

birth of Christ.  In that spirit you’re invited to share some 

of your favorite traditions, like: 

Favorite Christmas Songs 

Favorite Christmas Movies 

Favorite Christmas Recipes 

Favorite Unusual Tradition 

Share your favorites with Pastor Jeff.  E-mail 

pastorjeff@desotoumc.org 



Sundays10:00am Worship 

Phone: 913-583-1359 

Web:  www.desotoumc.org 

Facebook.com:  

Desotounitedmethodistchurch 

YouTube.com:  De Soto United Methodist Church 
Look for our logo.  You can find our recorded worship 
services and devotionals on these. 

De Soto United Methodist Church Pastor:  Reverend Jeff Prothro   

E-mail: pastorjeff@desotoumc.org 

Phone:  316-214-0144 

Coordinator for Children, Youth and Family:  

Sabrina Wellman 

E-mail: youthfamily@desotoumc.org 

Phone:  785-749-4577 

Secretary:  Linda Patton 

Church E-mail:  umcoffice@desotoumc.org 

De Soto United Methodist Church 

8760 Kill Creek Road                         

P O Box 400                                           

De Soto, KS 66018 

 

De Soto Kansas Food Pantry     Tuesdays 10am - 12pm             Thursdays 4pm - 6pm        Saturdays 9am - 11am 
 

 The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund called One De Soto Relief Fund. This fund will help our citizens 
affected by COVID-19. Our greatest need at this time is for monetary donations to this fund Donations can be 
specified to go towards One De Soto Relief Fund or De Soto Food Pantry. Checks can be made to either fund 
and mailed to 32905 W. 84th, De Soto or dropped off to Lori at Cedar Creek Pharmacy. Thank you for your sup-
port of these two funds.   Citizen of De Soto affected by COVID-19 can apply for a grant from One De Soto 
Relief Fund. Applications are available from Great American Bank or Great Southern Bank in De Soto or find 
online: 
https://desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/one-de-soto-relief-fund/ 

 

https://www.facebook.com/De-Soto-Kansas-Food-Pantry-1461570084060388/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBcVoGf2A2VGP1-fQ7O38Acrrer_1an0q0C9hm1utWigMsnaEHPIpgdAWQBds1ymD3z1aocRzFDkjATstTUnoL8SrqaWQl875kdI0AlFn5YNWdh194viTa2z10hEAjSVNAkhZlzfRUT289XJfDuNUm98N-G13dxzc3KbXnSSGp
https://desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/one-de-soto-relief-fund/

