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Every holiday season I make a dish that was a staple in our household: Broccoli 
Rice Casserole.  It was a recipe handed down to me by my mother.  It was made 
every Thanksgiving and Christmas, and consumed in less time than it took to 
open the presents on Christmas morning.  It was a mysterious combo of cheese 
and broccoli that I look forward to every year.  Eventually I asked my mom where 
she got the recipe and she laughed when she told me it was from the back of a 
Cheez Whiz jar.  Regardless, or perhaps because of, its origins this dish for me is a 
reminder of the importance of comfort food for the holidays. 
 
This time of year I also roll out the Christmas movies I love, from It’s a Wonder-
ful Life, A Charlie Brown Christmas, to A Christmas Story, flip the radio to the all 
Christmas station, and do my best to enjoy all the traditions of the season.  It 
helps me remain focused on the comfort of the season despite the hustle and bus-
tle.  We’ll put up our tree, set out our nativity sets, and enjoy some Christmas 
treats.  We’ll also look for the joy in the season, knowing that welcoming Christ 
into the world is a great joy. 
 
This year I think we all need to partake of those ‘comfort foods’ that help bring a 
sense of peace and stability to our holiday tables.  During Advent I’ll be focusing 
on the story of Christ’s birth in the Gospel of Luke.  It’s a familiar story of angels 
and announcements, a couple engaged, a journey to Bethlehem.  The story is 
‘comfort food’ for our souls, reminding us that even during the harshest of cir-
cumstances God’s love breaks through. 
 
What will be your ‘comfort foods’ for this season?  What are your favorite Christ-
mas songs/movies/books/recipes/traditions?  What are some things that will 
have to be halted for this year?  Others that maybe you hope you never have to do 
again?  What is the strangest tradition you have for Christmas?  As we celebrate 
Advent and Christmas I invite you to answer these questions, to think about what 
makes this season special for you.  You can name those things you’ll miss this year 
as well as offer others those traditions you enjoy.  In worship we’ll celebrate the 
Christmas story, beginning the angel visiting Mary and ending with the birth of 
Christ.  In between we’ll listen and learn, love and laugh, remember and celebrate.  
Though this Christmas will be different, it will be one of comfort and joy as we 
stay Home for the Holidays but still journey to the manger. 
 
Peace, 
 
Pastor Jeff 



Worship with us every Sunday @ 10:00 AM In Person (with ap-

propriate social distancing) or via Facebook Live.  You can join us 

later on Facebook or YouTube to watch a rebroadcast of worship!  

We’ll send out a link via e-mail or you can call 913-583-1359 for 

more information. 

December  

Worship 

@  

De Soto UMC 



 

Tithes and Offerings: 

Thank you for your continued support of the mission and ministries of the church during this time.  If you have 

any questions about the offering, please contact the office @ 913-583-1359. 

You may send any offering via mail to:  De Soto UMC PO Box 400, De Soto KS  66018 or you can give online @ 

desotoumc.org/giving. 

Now you can also give by text.  Simply text an amount to 844-931-2855!  First 

time users will follow a few prompts and then you are set. 

Your support and prayers are greatly appreciated! 



Bible Explorers for Upper Elementary 
Hey 3rd, 4th, & 5th graders—Bible Explorers is for YOU!  Join Ms. Marsha and 
Mr. Dan, 4:00-5:00 pm, once a month on a Sunday, October through May for fun, 
explorative ways to learn about the Bible and what it teaches us as we grow as disci-
ples of Jesus.  Our meeting dates for 2020-2021 are:  

October 4,   February 14, 
November 1,  March 7, 
December 6,  April 4, 
January 10  May 2 

As we continue to evaluate the ever changing situation with Covid-19, we will  
update Bible Explorer families as to the format of these gatherings.  Currently  
gatherings will be on the lower-level at DUMC.  Participants should wear a mask 
and not answer “yes” to any of the Check-In questions** (see below). 

 

Meets 
December 6 

on the 
Lower-Level 

Youth Group NEWS 
All middle school and high school students are invited to Youth Group.  Friends are  

always welcome.   

Dec. 13, 4:00-5:00 pm, Christmas Zoom—We’ll gather on Zoom for Christmas fun, games, 

and staying connected with God and each other.  Friends are welcome, simply send your 

friends contact info to Sabrina so she may send them the Zoom link:  

youthfamily@desotoumc.org. 

Confirmation Update: In order to provide the safest and best experience for students, the next Confirmation 

offering will begin in January of 2022 with sessions meeting January through April of 2022.   

Summer Youth Mission Experience NEWS: Sabrina is continuing to investigate local service options in the 

greater KC area for the Summer of 2021.  At this time an out of town trip is not a consideration.  In coming 

weeks, youth students/families will receive a questionnaire to begin to identify the preferred week of mission  

service.   

Please contact Sabrina regarding questions/concerns: youthfamily@desotoumc.org. 

Youth Group 
Zoom 

Dec. 13, 
4:00-5:00 pm 

**Covid-19 Check-In Questions: 

* Have you been diagnosed with or tested positive for Covid-19 infection? 

* Have you had any of the following symptoms in the past 14 days? 

   >fever or chills, >shortness of breath or difficulty breathing,  >congestion or runny nose, 

   >cough,  >sore throat,      >new loss of taste or smell, 

   >fatigue,  >headache,      >muscle or body aches, 

   >diarrhea,  >nausea or vomiting. 

* Have you had contact with any confirmed Covid-19 cases in the last 30 days? 



This Advent we’ll be practicing our faith at home a lot more than in other years, in 

part because our community gatherings are so different.  Here are some simple 

things you might try to make the season sacred. 

• Advent-in-a-Box - Using the devotions and supplies in your kit, gather as a family to share in the devotions 

and activities. 

• Christmas Tree Blessing - After you put up the tree, say some simple words of blessing.  “Thank you God, 

for this tree and for the beauty it brings to our home.  May it remind us of the beauty of the earth and the way 

you always provide for creation.” 

• Acts of Service - Think of ways to serve your neighbors or the world.  Simple things like writing a note or 

dropping off cookies to a neighbor make a huge difference.  Make this a year to care for others.  You could 

even write down your acts of caring on paper ornaments and add them to your tree. 

• Christmas Storybooks - Check out Christmas storybooks from the library or look for them in your own 

home library.  Read them with a cup of hot chocolate.  Young and old alike love this tradition.   

Memory Verse: “For unto us a child is born.”  Isiah 9:6 

Faith Practice Spotlight: Silence - Silence might seem like a strange faith practice for Advent, until you think 

about it.  Advent is a time of waiting and preparation.  We still our hearts for the coming of Christ at Christmas.  

This Advent, take a few seconds each day to sit in complete silence.  Maybe you’ll look at some pretty Christmas 

lights, or up at the dark, starry sky.  Silence can be holy.  

Links on Advent at Home: book reading Look: A Child’s Guide to Advent and Christmas; book suggestion, 

Faithful Families for Advent and Christmas; create an Advent Playlist. 

Special Christmas Drive-In Event, 

Dec. 20, 6:00 pm, lower-level.  A fun view-

ing experience for all ages from the safety of  your car. 

Advent Virtual Sunday School 

Sundays Nov. 29-Dec. 20, 9:00-9:20 am.  Join Ms. Sabrina on Facebook LIVE 

the four Sundays of Advent for a Bible story and activity using supplies from the 

Advent-in-a-Box kit.  For ALL AGES.  Videos reposted on YouTube. 

Next Parent Gathering in January 
Blessings friends to you and yours this Advent and Christmas.  We look forward to our 

next Parent Gathering in January.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-6Enn75Te_U
https://www.amazon.com/Faithful-Families-Advent-Christmas-Season/dp/0827211368/?dchild=1&&&sr=8-2
https://buildfaith.org/advent-playlist/


Would you like to volunteer or provide sup-

plies for the Cookie Walk?  Check out the 

Sign Up Genius! 

Click Here:  Cookie Walk Sign Up 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60b0b45a8a72da75-umwcookie


 

CELEBRATE DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

Happy Birthday 

1 Eric Lange, Dan Tucker 2 Eric Young 3 Charles Miller 5 Aaron Anderson 

8 Cody Gish       9 Nettie Lochner  10 Marsha Miller, Kay Pooley     12 Gayle Moriarity 

13 John Field              15 Emily Miller, Madison Wenger         16 Leland Jones  

18 Carol Christesson      19 Charlie Haake      21 Brad Bowlin, Gabby Heizer  

  23 Michaelane Gish   25 Madeleine Mikinski 26 Avery Noble 30 Josh Miller 

      Happy Anniversary  

  21 Gil & Linda Rumsey 22 Steve & Penney Buehler 

De Soto Kansas Food Pantry     Tuesdays 10am - 12pm             Thursdays 4pm - 6pm        Saturdays 9am - 11am 
 
 

 The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund called One De Soto Relief Fund. This fund will help our citizens 
affected by COVID-19. Our greatest need at this time is for monetary donations to this fund Donations can be 
specified to go towards One De Soto Relief Fund or De Soto Food Pantry. Checks can be made to either fund 
and mailed to 32905 W. 84th, De Soto or dropped off to Lori at Cedar Creek Pharmacy. Thank you for your sup-
port of these two funds.   Citizen of De Soto affected by COVID-19 can apply for a grant from One De Soto Re-
lief Fund. Applications are available from Great American Bank or Great Southern Bank in De Soto or find 
online:    https://desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/one-de-soto-relief-fund/ 

1 Tue 6:00pm D.A.R. 
4 Fri 7:00am Rotary 
5 Sat 3:00-5:00pm Daisy Troop 1969 
6 SUN 9:00-9:20am Advent Sunday School 
       Facebook Live 
 4:00-5:00pm Bible Explorers 
9 Wed 4:00pm UMW Cookie Making 
10 Thu 7:00pm Cub Scout Parents 
11 Fri 7:00am Rotary 
 4:00pm UMW Cookie Making 
12 Sat 9:00am - UMW Cookie Walk 
13 SUN 4:00-5:00pm Youth Christmas Zoom 
15 Tue 11:00am  Reading Circle 
17 Thu 7:00pm Cub Scout Christmas 

18 Fri 7:00am Rotary 
19 Sat 8:00am UMM 
20 Sun 6:00pm  Special Christmas 
       Lower Level Parking Lot 
24 Thu  Christmas Eve Service TBA 
25 Fri    Merry Christmas 
 
 
 
 
 
 
31 Fri  Happy New Year’s Eve, Safe Inside 
 

DECEMBER - Sundays 10:00am-Worship  Wednesdays  10:00am Coffee in the Courtyard 

         12:00pm Devotional online 
*CYF is “Children, Youth and Family Team” 

https://www.facebook.com/De-Soto-Kansas-Food-Pantry-1461570084060388/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBcVoGf2A2VGP1-fQ7O38Acrrer_1an0q0C9hm1utWigMsnaEHPIpgdAWQBds1ymD3z1aocRzFDkjATstTUnoL8SrqaWQl875kdI0AlFn5YNWdh194viTa2z10hEAjSVNAkhZlzfRUT289XJfDuNUm98N-G13dxzc3KbXnSSGp
https://desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/one-de-soto-relief-fund/


Sundays 

  9:00am Groups for All Ages 

10:00am Worship 

 

Phone: 913-583-1359 

Web:  www.desotoumc.org 

Facebook.com: Desotounitedmethodistchurch 

YouTube.com:  De Soto United Methodist Church 
Look for our logo.  You can find our recorded worship 
services and devotionals on these. 

De Soto United Methodist Church Pastor:  Reverend Jeff Prothro   

E-mail: pastorjeff@desotoumc.org 

Phone:  316-214-0144 

 

Coordinator for Children, Youth and Family:  

Sabrina Wellman 

E-mail: youthfamily@desotoumc.org 

Phone:  785-749-4577 

 

Secretary:  Linda Patton 

Church E-mail:  umcoffice@desotoumc.org 

De Soto United Methodist Church 

8760 Kill Creek Road                         

P O Box 400                                           

De Soto, KS 66018 

 
 


