
 

Living Water 

De Soto United Methodist Church 

April 2021 

Volume 28, Issue 4 

 

 

Dear friends-- 
 
On Sunday, April 4 we celebrate Easter.  As we remember the story of the empty 
tomb, of God’s promise being fulfilled in Jesus Christ, I think we also need to re-
member both the difficulties and the joys of all that has happened between last 
Easter and this year.  Our world changed, just as it changed on that first Easter 
Sunday morning.  But for us living in the now we perhaps are still living in that 
liminal space of not knowing what the future may hold, much like the women 
who were headed to the tomb on Easter morning. 
 
Yet as we recall the story of the Risen Christ, of his conquering death so that we 
may all participate in God’s unfolding salvation for creation, I think it also serves 
as a reminder for the hope that is always present in our lives, even during times of 
great difficulty.  De Soto UMC continues to live in the promise of the resurrec-
tion, of serving the community and being a light to the world.  As our activities 
increase, as more people feel more comfortable going out following vaccinations, 
we will continue to be a presence of God’s love in De Soto. 
 
Throughout April and the in the months ahead I’ll be in conversation with many 
of you regarding our way forward.  How do we continue being a faithful presence 
in the community ready to serve?  What should worship look like as more and 
more people join us for in person worship as well as worship online?  How 
should the shape of our various ministries to all ages be altered to better reflect 
the needs of our community?  These questions and more will be explored as we 
reflect upon the impact of that first Easter morning and its immediate aftermath. 
 
I love Easter season.  It’s not just one day on the calendar but a time for us to be 
renewed in the grace of Christ.  So much has changed since last Easter but the 
core of who we are, followers of Jesus, has not.  In worship we’ll look at life after 
Easter, examining some stories from the Book of Acts as well as examining our 
own faith lives post COVID.  We are called to show God’s love in the world in 
our ministry, worship, witness.  All of you continue to make that happen and I am 
looking forward to seeing where our new life in Christ will lead us. 
 
Peace, 
 
Pastor Jeff 



April 

Worship 

@  

De Soto UMC 

Easter is calling us to a 

new life in Christ! 
 

Join us Sunday, April 4 for 8:00 

AM or 10:00 AM Worship (In 

Person or Facebook Live). 

 

 



Worship with us every Sunday @ 10:00 AM In Person (with ap-

propriate social distancing) or via Facebook Live.  You can join us 

later on Facebook or YouTube to watch a rebroadcast of worship!  

We’ll send out a link via e-mail or you can call 913-583-1359 for 

more information. 

Tithes and Offerings: 

Thank you for your continued support of the mission and ministries of the church 

during this time.  If you have any questions about the offering, please contact the 

office @ 913-583-1359. 

You may send any offering via mail to:  De Soto UMC, PO Box 400, De Soto KS  

66018 or you can give online @ desotoumc.org/giving. 

Now you can also give by text.  Simply text an amount to 844-931-2855!  First time users will follow a few 

prompts and then you are set. 

Your support and prayers are greatly appreciated! 

April Sermons 

April 4: Mark 16:1-8  Easter Sunday  8:00 AM and 10:00 AM Worship 

Sermon Series:  After Easter: Living Life in the Now 

Join us in worship as we reflect upon living the post-resurrection life!  After East-

er, how are we called to live?  Where do we find the sustaining hope of Christ’s 

resurrection?  By looking at stories in the Book of Acts, we’ll explore ways for us 

to live into God’s sustaining grace, even as we still navigate a sometimes difficult 

world. 

April 11: Acts 3:1-10 

April 18: Acts 4:32-35 

April 25: Acts 9:1-9 

May 2: Acts 10:9-16   

Worship In Person or on Facebook Live! 



April Items needed for the Hub Argentine com-

munity.  Throughout April we are collecting 15 oz 

cans of vegetables or canned fruits for our neigh-

bors at the Hub KC, a ministry of the UMC Kansas 

City District, housed in the former Metropolitan 

Ave Church in Kansas City, KS. 

De Soto Kansas Food Pantry     Tuesdays 10am - 12pm             Thursdays 4pm - 6pm        Saturdays 9am - 11am 
 

 The De Soto Food Pantry has created a fund called One De Soto Relief Fund. This fund will help our citizens 

affected by COVID-19. Our greatest need at this time is for monetary donations to this fund. Donations can be 

specified to go towards One De Soto Relief Fund or De Soto Food Pantry. Checks can be made to either fund 

and mailed to 32905 W. 84th, De Soto or dropped off to Lori at Cedar Creek Pharmacy. Thank you for your sup-

port of these two funds.   Citizen of De Soto affected by COVID-19 can apply for a grant from One De Soto Re-

lief Fund. Applications are available from Great American Bank or Great Southern Bank in De Soto or find 

online:    https://desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/one-de-soto-relief-fund/ 

https://www.facebook.com/De-Soto-Kansas-Food-Pantry-1461570084060388/?__xts__%5B0%5D=68.ARBcVoGf2A2VGP1-fQ7O38Acrrer_1an0q0C9hm1utWigMsnaEHPIpgdAWQBds1ymD3z1aocRzFDkjATstTUnoL8SrqaWQl875kdI0AlFn5YNWdh194viTa2z10hEAjSVNAkhZlzfRUT289XJfDuNUm98N-G13dxzc3KbXnSSGp
https://desotoksfoodpantry.wordpress.com/one-de-soto-relief-fund/


Easter 

Bags Available at the following times: 

After 8:00 am Worship  *  9:00-9:30 am, Drive-Thru Pick-Up, Upper Level  *  After 10:00 am Worship 

Easter Bags o’ Fun for children PreK-5th grade are being offered in lieu of the annual egg hunt.  If you would like to support this event, we invite you to 

make a donation to fund the bags’ items.  Please write “Easter Bag” in the memo line of your check, on your envelope, or comment when donating online. 

Sunday 

Worship 

A Note About Easter Children’s Activities 
Parents & Caregivers—as you prepare for Easter Sunday Worship, a note to share that we will 

have Children’s Activity Bags with coloring pages, crayons, extra paper for doodling and an 

Easter booklet to offer every child who attends Easter Sunday Worship with their family.  We 

look forward to welcoming children in the Sanctuary and will keep you updated when we are 

once again able to safely offer Children’s Church and Nursery Care.  

Looking Ahead:  

Vacation Bible School 
Knights of North Castle VBS—July 26-29, 2021.  Mark your calendar for this summer’s 

Vacation Bible School.  Stay posted for more information about the format of VBS and how 

to register.  The Children, Youth, & Family Ministry Team are prayerfully discerning how best 

to safely present this year’s program. 



Bible Explorers for Upper Elementary 
Hey 3rd, 4th, & 5th graders—Bible Explorers is for YOU!  Join Ms. Marsha and 
Mr. Dan, 4:00-5:00 pm, once a month on a Sunday, October through May for fun, 
explorative ways to learn about the Bible and what it teaches us as we grow as disci-
ples of Jesus.  Our meeting dates for 2020-2021 are:  

October 4,   February 14, 

November 1,  March 7, 

December 6,  April 4  April 18, 

January 10  May 2 

As we continue to evaluate the ever changing situation with Covid-19, we will  
update Bible Explorer families as to the format of these gatherings.  Currently  
gatherings will be on the lower-level at DUMC.  Participants should wear a mask 
and not answer “yes” to any of the Check-In questions** (see below). 

 

Meets  
April 18 
on the 

Lower-Level 

Youth Group NEWS for April 
All middle school and high school students are invited to Youth Group.  Friends are  

always welcome.  Look for details from Sabrina via email and GroupMe.  Please contact  

Sabrina (youthfamily@desotoumc.org or 785-550-3300) if you need to receive YG 

NEWS via a different communication method. 

Friends * Fellowship * Fun * Faith * Food—Invite a friend and join your friends for a game, 

conversation, exploring scripture, and a snack to-go. 

In April, all students are invited to have a “question of the day” to ask the group  

at our gatherings.  Plus we’ll continue with our lesson series: Dilemmas— How does our 

faith and scripture guide us in the challenging decisions we encounter as teens and beyond?  

Our April gathering times will be: 

April 11, 4:00-5:00 pm, Fellowship Hall.  Wear a mask, bring your Bible, your 

Prayer Map journal and your favorite writing utensil. 

April 25, 4:00-5:00 pm, Fellowship Hall.  Wear a mask, bring your Bible, your 

Prayer Map journal and your favorite writing utensil. 

For in-person gatherings, participants should wear a mask and not answer “yes” to any of 

the Check-In questions** (see below). 

Youth Group 
April 11 & 25, 
4:00-5:00 pm 

**Covid-19 Check-In Questions: 

* Have you been diagnosed with or tested positive for Covid-19 infection? 

* Have you had any of the following symptoms in the past 14 days? 

   >fever or chills, >shortness of breath or difficulty breathing,  >congestion or runny nose, 

   >cough,  >sore throat,      >new loss of taste or smell, 

   >fatigue,  >headache,      >muscle or body aches, 

   >diarrhea,  >nausea or vomiting. 

* Have you had contact with any confirmed Covid-19 cases in the last 14 days? 

Youth 
Summer  

Mission Days 
will be 

scheduled 
soon.   

 

Stay posted 
for details. 



Zoom Parent Gathering, April 13, 7:15 pm 
Join fellow parents for a 7:15 pm online gathering April 13.  We’ll check-in with each 

other and offer support to one another. Zoom link will be emailed the week of the  

gathering.  Contact Sabrina to be added to the email distribution list:  

youthfamily@desotoumc.org.   

On Easter we celebrate the good news of resurrection.  Jesus is Risen!  The good news 

of resurrection is not limited to one day.  Allow the weeks between Easter and  

Pentecost (the coming of the Holy Spirit) to be a full season of celebrating this good 

news.  Here are some ways to celebrate resurrection with your family. 

• Grow Something - Easter coincides with springtime, a perfect time to see a seed 

become a plant and a plant become a flower.  Experiment with different kinds of seeds and watch them grow.     

• Make Something Old Become Something New - Can you create something new out of something old?  

What can you make out of a paper towel roll, or an old jar, or a piece of scratch paper.  You can also make 

something old become new again by buying something secondhand.  The idea that something that was old can 

have new life is a way to practice resurrection.    

• Share Memories - When the people we love die, it’s very sad.  Their bodies do not come back to life again, 

and we miss them very much.  Sharing memories of the people we love who have died doesn’t bring them 

back to life again, but it does help us to keep their memory alive.  This is a way to practice resurrection.  Whose 

life made a difference to you?  Tell their story and practice resurrection.     

Memory Verse: “Listen, I will tell you a mystery!  We will not all die, but we will all be 

changed.” 1 Corinthians 15:51 

Faith Practice Spotlight: Noticing Mystery All Around - How was Jesus raised from 

the dead?  It’s a hard question to answer.  Practice noticing things that are hard to  

explain in the world around you.  Are there any questions you’ve never been able to  

answer?  What are they? 

Practicing Resurrection Links: The Invisible String, by Patrice Karst — A book about 

the mystery of being connected, even after death; Easy Things to Grow With Kids — 

Start here for planting; 50 Days of Spiritual Practice from Easter to Pentecost — A 

printable resource. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x-0NV8NlmGw
https://email.mg1.substack.com/c/eJwlkc2OhSAMhZ_msruGP1EWLGYzr2EQqpKLYKDG-PaDd5KGNOW0h344i7DmcpsjVyTPMeF9gElw1QiIUMhZoUzBGya1pFr1xBs6cDfMJNRpKQC7DdGQ45xjcBZDTo-ai0FIshkul3lk46KcXoSUflRCjcJSN3DPBOv_Pe3pAyQHJqd4T4cNnkSzIR71JX5e_LfFdV3daouHFNL6Sfna8tW5vLereoALNr
https://www.etsy.com/listing/958287172/50-days-of-spiritual-practice-from?ref=related-2


 

CELEBRATE APRIL BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

   Happy Birthday  

1 Elias Bailey     5 Lisa Carpenter     6 Josie Bedford, Arylis Neal     9 Keil Hileman          

11 Whitlee Little     13  Carmon Morton     15  Scott Seymour, Audrey Tiedeman      

17 Shelly Coker, Mike Mikinski     21 Jessica Simmons     23 Karen Haake                  

24  Todd Carpenter     28  Lynn Sopko     29 Justine Seymour 

 

    Happy Anniversary  

20   Karl & Celia Johnson     30 Dale & Michelle Boone 

1 Thu 6:30pm Maundy Thursday         
   Worship FB Live 

4  SUN  EASTER 
  8:00am Early Worship 
  9:00-9:30am Easter Bag pick up 
5  Tue 6:00pm D.A.R. 
8 Thu 7:00pm Cub Scout Parents FH 
10 Sat 9:00am UMW Zoom meeting 
11 SUN 4:00-5:00pm Youth Group FH 

13 Tue 7:15pm Parents Gathering Zoom 
15 Wed   1:000pm  Pleasant Hour 
   7:00pm  Cub Scout Pack FH 
17 Sat   8:00am  United Methodist Men 
18 SUN   4:00pm  Bible Explorers FH 
19 Mon   7:00pm  Finance Team Zoom 
20 Tue   11:00am  Reading Circle FH 
25 Sun 4:00pm  Youth Group FH  
   

APRIL 2021 
 Sundays 10:00am-Worship—In person and Facebook Live 

Mondays:  10:00am  30 Minute Bible Study, Zoom  
Wednesdays : 10:00am  Coffee in the Courtyard        12:00pm  Prayer and Devotion, FBLive 

United Methodist Women 
 

April 10, 2021, Saturday at 9:00am 
We welcome you to UMW 2021! Our first gathering is Saturday, April 10 @ 9:00 AM in Fellowship Hall or via 

Zoom. ALL women of the De Soto United Methodist Church belong to De Soto United Methodist Women, so 

this invite and gathering are for YOU!  Whether you have been involved with UMW here or elsewhere or have not 

even heard of United Methodist Women, we want you to attend and welcome your ideas.  On April 10th we will 

elect a new President and affirm the officers for 2021. We will share a calendar of events and discuss further possi-

bilities for 2021, considering  COVID-19 recommendations.  Please join us; we’ve missed being together.  Call the 

office @ (913) 583-1359 for more information. Zoom Meeting ID: 962 5358 6200  Watch for an email during the 

week or come to Fellowship Hall knowing we are continuing safe COVID-19 measures:  masks and physical dis-

tancing, together with cleaning. 

 



Sundays 

  9:00am Groups for All Ages 

10:00am Worship 

 

Phone: 913-583-1359 

Web:  www.desotoumc.org 

Facebook.com:  

Desotounitedmethodistchurch 

YouTube.com:  De Soto United Methodist Church 
Look for our logo.  You can find our recorded worship 
services and devotionals on these. 

De Soto United Methodist Church Pastor:  Reverend Jeff Prothro   

E-mail: pastorjeff@desotoumc.org 

Phone:  316-214-0144 

 

Coordinator for Children, Youth and Family:  

Sabrina Wellman 

E-mail: youthfamily@desotoumc.org 

Phone:  785-749-4577 

 

Secretary:  Linda Patton 

Church E-mail:  umcoffice@desotoumc.org 

De Soto United Methodist Church 

8760 Kill Creek Road                         

P O Box 400                                           

De Soto, KS 66018 

 
 


