
A Note from Sabrina: 

Youth Group NEWS All middle school and high school students are welcome in YG.   

May 9—NO Youth Group.  Happy Mother’s Day! 

May 16—4:00-5:00 pm, Youth Group, lower-level outdoor patio.  Our last regular 

gathering of 2020-2021.  Come hangout with your friends and enjoy fun and food. 

May 16—5:00-6:00 pm, Mission Days Information Meeting, Fellowship Hall 

Parent / Family Gathering, May 11, 7:15 pm.   

Instead of our regular parent Zoom, this month the whole family is  

invited!  We will meet outside at DUMC, weather permitting.  Sabrina will 

supply soccer balls to pass and hand sanitizer for post “jungle gym” play.  

Questions? Contact Sabrina: youthfamily@desotoumc.org. 

**Before attending, participants should review the updated Covid-19 Check-in Questions on  the final page. 

This Week In Worship 

Luke 22:47-53 

We are all familiar with those political maps that divide the U.S. as being Red States and Blue States.  

These maps presume a false dichotomy where based on where one lives there must be a monolithic 

viewpoint.  This understanding sometimes infiltrates into churches where some may ask the question 

‘Do you believe in Red Jesus or Blue Jesus?’  Given that our present cultural situation seems to thrive 

on these dichotomies (and divisions) it has become more difficult to be engaged in meaningful con-

versation around certain “hot button’ issues, even as many of them affect our lives.  Also, thinking 

through them in a church setting can create its own difficulties.  People are reluctant to engage in di-

alogue around those issues that are seemingly divided between Red and Blue for fear of creating fur-

ther division or losing friendships.  However, how we engage in the world matters and when we cre-

ate safe space for authentic engagement, then the church can have a meaningful impact that shifts 

beyond those false dichotomies created.  This week in worship we’ll start on a journey together using 

a sermon-deliberative dialogue-sermon approach to help us be engaged together (with the Holy Spirit 

at the center).  Using a scene from Jesus’ arrest in the garden we’ll explore ways for us as a congrega-

tion to talk about how to best prevent mass shootings.  We have much to learn about how Jesus re-

sponded to the truth of violence in our world and we are strengthened when we learn from each oth-

er about how to best prevent violence in our communities. 

Peace, 

Pastor Jeff 
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This Week at De Soto UMC  

 

Fri May 7 7:00am   Rotary 

Sat May 8 2:00-5:30pm   Girl Scouts 

SUN May 9    Mother’s Day 

  10:00am   Worship 

Tue May 11 7:15pm   Family Gathering In-person 

Wed May 12 10:00am   Coffee under the Canopy 

  12:00pm   Prayer and Devotion FB 

Hub Argentine: Throughout May we are collecting 15 oz cans of 

protein beans (black, pinto, garbanzo, cannellini, kidney, chili, re-

fried, pork and beans) for our neighbors at the Hub KC, a ministry 

of the UMC Kansas City District, housed in the former Metropoli-

tan Ave Church in Kansas City, KS.  



Preaching in the Purple Zone (Updated) 

Dear friends— 

Over these past seven years serving as your Pastor we have offered prayers for many people in a varie-

ty of circumstances.  It is a blessing to lift up our joys and concerns of the community, knowing that 

we are ready to share in this journey of faith together.  At times I have also prayed for circumstances 

that have affected us nationally, including for victims of mass shootings and gun violence.  Those 

events weigh heavy on my heart as they do yours. 

These prayers have led me to discern that as a congregation I believe we need to widen the conversa-

tion. This April and May I’ve been participating in a preaching class titled ‘Preaching in the Purple 

Zone’ (henceforth PPZ). The main focus has been how to engage your congregation in worship to 

providing authentic space to furthering difficult conversations that is reflective of our faith tradition.  

Too often we reduce difficult topics to Red/Blue, In/Out, Us/Them.  With the PPZ method, the aim is 

not further the divide through heated rhetoric from the pulpit but rather to utilize a ‘sermon-

dialogue-sermon’ approach. 

With the issue of how to lessen gun violence and prevent mass shootings I know we likely are not of 

one mind regarding the best path forward.  The issue itself is far too complex.  I recognize I come 

with a set of assumptions and biases regarding what the best approach is, but I also need to widen 

my own understanding through conversation with you.  My task is not one of persuasion but rather 

for us to better discern how we as Christians are to really engage in this difficult conversation. 

In Worship on May 9 I’ll be preaching a sermon titled ‘Conversation Starter.’  I’ll be using the arrest 

of Jesus as our source text.  It’ll be an exploration on how we understand notions of security, the use 

of force, protection, the protection of others, etc., within our own cultural framework.  Following 

worship In Person and @ 7:00 PM on Zoom  May 16 you’ll be welcome to participate in a de-

liberative dialogue together.  You’ll have access to a resource developed by the National Issues Fo-

rum Institute (www.nifi.org) that is a non-partisan guide for considering options to prevent mass 

shootings.   This will be a time of healthy conversation where the main task will be for us to listen 

and be open to the differing viewpoints knowing we all are coming from a place of authenticity. 

Then on May 23 (Pentecost Sunday) I’ll offer a follow up sermon based on our conversation.  The aim 

for this process will be for us as a congregation to feel comfortable engaging in difficult but necessary 

discussions that can help us grow in our faith as well as help us to confront issues that impact our 

communities.  Again, I will be utilizing tools learned from PPZ to help us remain faithful to our call-

ing as Christians even as we may have a variety of viewpoints.  If you have any questions, please don’t 

hesitate to reach out. 

Yours in Christ, 

 

Pastor Jeff 

http://www.nifi.org


**Covid-19 Check-In Questions: 

1. Have you experienced any of the following symptoms in the past 48 hours? 

• Fever or chills 

• Cough 

• Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

• Fatigue 

• Muscle or body aches 

• Headache 

• New loss of taste or smell 

• Sore throat 

• Congestion or runny nose 

• Nausea or vomiting 

• Diarrhea 

2. Are you isolating or quarantining because you tested positive for Covid-19 or are worried that you 

may be sick with Covid-19? 

3. Are you fully vaccinated OR have you recovered from a documented Covid-19 infection in the last 3 

months?   

To be considered fully vaccinated, you must be >2 weeks following receipt of the second dose in a 2-dose series or >2 weeks 

following receipt of one dose of a single-dose vaccine. 

IMPORTANT: If you answered “yes” to question 3, AND “no” to questions 1 and 2, you are done with 

the screening questions and may participate in your planned activity. 

4. Have you been in close physical contact in the last 14 days with: 

• Anyone who is known to have laboratory-confirmed Covid-19? 

            OR 

• Anyone who has any symptoms consistent with Covid-19? 

Close physical contact is defined as being within 6 feet of an infected/symptomatic person for a cumulative total of 15 

minutes or more over a 24-hour period starting from 48 hours before illness onset (or, for asymptomatic individuals, 48 

hours prior to text specimen collection). 

5. Are you currently waiting on the results of a Covid-19 Test? 

IMPORTANT: Answer “no” if you are waiting on the results of a pre-travel or post-travel Covid-19 

test. 

6.  Have you traveled in the past 10 days? 

Travel is defined as any trip that is overnight AND on public transportation (plane, train, bus, Uber, Lyft, cab, etc.) OR any 

trip that is overnight AND with people who are not in your household. 

If you are not fully vaccinated and answered “no” to ALL questions, you may participate in your 

planned activity. 

If you are not fully vaccinated and answered “yes” to any question, please help us protect you and  

others by not participating in your activity.  Questions?  Please speak with the activity leader. 

Due to updates in guidance and access to vaccinations, De Soto UMC has updated our Covid-19 Check-In Questions. 


