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Friends— 
 
Grace and Peace to All of You! 
 
The turn of the calendar from one year to the next brings with it lots of hopes and promises 
that this ‘New Year’ will be better than the last.  Certainly it’s arbitrary to think that but as we 
transition from 2021 into 2022 we have much to celebrate from the last 12 months and much 
more to anticipate regarding the mission and ministry of De Soto UMC in the months ahead.  
This also doesn’t mean that 2021 didn’t have its fair share of difficulties, some that affected us 
as a community, others that were very personal.  However, I continue to experience the bless-
ing of what it means to be in a community that is committed to sharing the love of Christ no 
matter the circumstances.   
 
As 2022 begins, I know we will remain both vigilant and flexible in assuring that all our sur-
rounding communities know that we are a place where God’s love is made known through our 
words and actions.  Certainly that may mean our plans don’t always work out, but there is a 
certain freedom in knowing that even through our failures the Holy Spirit is at work.  Just as 
the early church trusted in the movement of grace through the Holy Spirit, so too can we trust 
in the work of Christ as we continue to do the work of the church.   
 
Take a look through the Newsletter and see the variety of opportunities to grow as a disciple of 
Christ.  Our Children and Youth are participating in various groups to show that they are loved 
and nurtured by this community.  Adults have opportunities for mission and ministry with 
learning how to be further engaged in the community, share in missions, participate in Bible 
study.  And again, all are welcome to worship in ways that best fit their current needs.  We are 
committed to ensuring the health and well-being of the community. 
 
Over the past several months I have really noticed that our ability to talk with one another, 
particularly those with whom we may disagree, has seemingly deteriorated to the point where 
we’ve all too easily become dismissive of folks with whom we once shared lifetime friendships.  
How can we be engaged with one another in ways helpful and healthy, even in the midst of 
great disagreements?  For the final three Sundays in January I’ll be offering a sermon series 
‘Dismantling the Disfunction’ where we’ll examine the story of Jacob and Esau from Genesis, 
brothers who were at extreme odds with one another to the point of seemingly irreconcilable 
differences.  Yet what emerges from the story is one of grace and reunion, a story that we can 
all share in together.   
 
It is my hope for 2022 that we are able to move forward together in a type of unity that cer-
tainly acknowledges our differences and disagreements but also allows for reconciliation 
through God’s love.  Let this be a year of seeking to be followers of Christ in ways that 
strengthen the mission and ministry of De Soto United Methodist Church where we are chal-
lenged as disciples to live into the faith, hope, and love of Jesus together. 
 
Peace, 
 
Pastor Jeff 



January 

Worship 

@  

January Sermons 

Kickin Off 2022 with the Epiphany and the Baptism of the Lord! 

January 2 — Epiphany Sunday — Isaiah 60:1-6 — Shine a Light 

January 9 — Baptism of the Lord — Isaiah 43:1-7 — Step Right In, the Water’s Fine 

 

 

January 16, 23, 30 Sermon Series 

Dismantling the Dysfunction:                         

Healing Divides, Creating Wholeness 

This past year there seems to be a ‘deepening of the divide’ as even our 

friends and neighbors are no longer able to simply talk with one another.  

How can we move past our seemingly deep, deep, differences?  Over this 

three week sermon series we’ll be exploring the story of Jacob and Esau in 

Genesis as they move from sibling rivalry, to irreconcilable divides, and 

finally to reconciliation.  We’ll also be looking at words from the New Tes-

tament to better help us reframe our relationships with others (with the 

Spirit’s help)  for 2022 and beyond.  Join us Sundays @ 10:00 AM. 

Worship with us every Sunday @ 10:00 AM In Person or via Fa-

cebook Live.  You can join us later on Facebook or YouTube to 

watch a rebroadcast of worship!  We’ll send out a link via e-mail or 

you can call 913-583-1359 for more information. 



Bible Explorers for Upper Elementary 
Hey 3rd, 4th, & 5th graders—Bible Explorers is for YOU!  Join us 4:00-5:00 pm* 
once a month on a Sunday, October through May for fun, explorative ways to learn 
about the Bible and what it teaches us as we grow as disciples of Jesus.  Our  
expected meeting dates for 2021-2022 are:  

October 3*,   February 6, 
November 7,  March 6, 
December 5,  April 3, 
January 9  May 1* 

We will meet on the lower-level, either outside on the patio, or in Fellowship Hall 
with masks and spaced seating.  *For our first and last meetings, we’ll extend our 
time by 30 minutes, if weather allows, to have a meal together outdoors. 

 

Meets 
January 9 

Children’s Church resumes January 9 
Following the Children’s Moment in Worship, PreK through 2nd Grade students are  

invited to join Children’s Church leaders in the Fellowship Hall for a Bible story and  

activity.  Questions?  Ask Sabrina: youthfamily@desotoumc.org.   

Youth Ministry in January 

Confirmation 

& 

Youth Group 

All middle school and high school students are invited to Youth Group.  Friends are 

always welcome.  We’ll meet, following best practices for health and safety.  Questions?  

Contact Sabrina: youthfamily@desotoumc.org. 

Confirmation Sessions: Jan. 9 & 30, 4:00-5:30 pm.  For students participating in  

Confirmation.  Wear a face mask as we meet inside on the upper level by the fire-

place.  *NOTE new ending time.  We have shortened our sessions by 30 minutes. 

Youth Group Service & Worship Experience, Jan. 22, Lawrence, KS 

Stay posted for details about times and protocols to be shared via email.  We’ll serve 

at the Harvesters Mobile Food Pantry at First Baptist Church, then have some 

lunch.  Following lunch we’ll visit a different worshiping community, St. John the 

Evangelist Catholic Church for afternoon Mass, followed by a Q&A with the priest. 

mailto:youthfamily@desotoumc.org


Sunday School resumes 

Jan. 9, 9:00 am Sundays 
People of  all ages are invited to join us 9:00 am Sundays on 

the lower-level for Bible lessons and activities to guide us 

on our faith journey.  We always conclude with a snack. 

Stay posted for news about our Sunday school format.  We are hopeful to 

resume age specific classes for children, youth, and adults in the new year. 

Get Involved 

CYFM Team Gathering, Jan. 25, 6:30 pm 

The Children, Youth, & Family Ministry Team will gather this month.  New team 

members always welcome in this group that plans regular and special activities for 

these ministry areas.  Contact Sabrina: youthfamily@desotoumc.org to learn more.   

YOUR INVITATION TO FELLOWSHIP 
Children, Youth and Family Ministry Team:  Contact Sabrina Wellman to share your time and talents with the 

Team.  youthfamily@desotoumc.org 

 All Middle School and High School students are invited to Youth Group. 

 Confirmation class is currently on the middle Sessions.  

30-Minute Worship:  Every Monday morning at 10:00 am Pastor Jeff invites us to join a Zoom meet-

ing in reading a passage from the Bible.  In the last several weeks we have studied the book of Luke.  

All questions are fair, recognized and discussed.  You learn the most interesting facts. 

Coffee at Cause Coffee (or tea, fancy coffee, etc):  Wednesday mornings at 10:00  

am for Fellowship. 

Country Line Dancing:  Fellowship Hall (winter) 6:00 pm Wednesday evening.  Get your exercise 

while having a lot of fun!  (We’re all beginners, every week!) 

United Methodist Men: A group of men having breakfast and fellowship, 8:00 am every third Satur-

day of the month.  Fellowship Hall; someone is cooking! 

United Methodist Women:  Women attending here are considered member of UMW.  We plan to 

meet 4 times this year for business discussion and planning and four times for programs.  We also 

have Reading and Silver Circles, small groups that meet monthly for Christian fellowship and                

spiritual growth. 



Hunger and other needs haven’t stopped for many among us.  Please contribute as you are able through 

personal involvement with helping agencies or financially if you can do that.  We collected a special offering on 

Christmas Eve to help The Hub community in our own UMC Kansas City District.  We continue to collect help-

ful items for them monthly.  Remember our local De Soto Food Pantry, giving money or food stuffs.  We are also 

graced with our Blessings Box right outside our doors.  Let’s try to keep it filled with food for a family who could 

use the boost. 

Tithes and Offerings: 

Thank you for your continued support of the mission and 

ministries of the church during this time.  If you have any 

questions about the offering, please contact the office @ 913-

583-1359. 

You may send any offering via mail to:  De Soto UMC PO Box 

400, De Soto KS  66018 or you can give online @ deso-

toumc.org/giving. 

Now you can also give by text.  Simply text an amount to 844-

931-2855!  First time users will follow a few prompts and then 

you are set. Or use our convenient QR Code ——> 

Your support and prayers are greatly appreciated! 

Use your phone camera to scan 

the above QR code.  This will 

send you to the church’s online 

giving tab. 

Hub Argentine: Throughout January we are collecting Ramen noodles, chili 

powder, and Kleenex for our neighbors at the Hub KC, a ministry of the 

UMC Kansas City District, housed in the former Metropolitan Ave Church 

in Kansas City, KS.  



 
 1 Saturday Happy New Year! 
 4 Tue 6:00 pm D.A.R. 
 7 Fri 7:00 am Rotary 
 8 Sat 2:00-5:30 pm Girl Scouts 
 9 SUN 4:00-5:00 pm Bible Explorers 
  4:00-5:30 pm Confirmands 
13 Thu 7:00 pm Cub Scout Parents 
15 Sat 8:00 am United Methodist Men 
18 Tue 11:00 am Reading Circle 
20 Thu 7:00 pm Cub Scout Pack 3054 
21 Fri 7:00 am Rotary 
22 Sat 10:00 am UMW Event Planning 
 TBD Youth Service in Lawrence 
24 Mon 7:00 pm Finance 
25 Tue 6:30 pm Children, Youth & Family Ministry 
30 Sun 4:00-5:30 pm Confirmands 

JANUARY 2022 

Sunday:   9:00 am Intergenerational Sunday School 1/9 –1/30 

   10:00 am  Worship In-person 

           Facebook Live  

Monday:   10:00 am 30-minute Bible Study 

Wednesday:  10:00 am  Coffee 

    6:00 pm Country Line Dancing 

JANUARY 

 

Happy Birthday 
 

1 Bill Whim 

5 Doug Weis 

6 Quinn Bailey 

7 Coby Morton 

9 Kim Bedford 

11 Linda Patton 

12 Larry Cox 

14 Noah Anderson & Terri Hooper 

20 Carol Coffman 

25 Glady Bowlin 

30 Loran Truitt, Ann Dee Tucker 

31 Woody Prothro & Scott Seymour 

 

Happy Anniversary 
 

1 Larry & Rosie Inman 

16 Larry & Carol Coffman 

 

Happy New Year from De Soto United Methodist Women  

 

United Methodist Women: 
Faith • Hope • Love in Action 

We are women with a Purpose! 

"United Methodist Women shall be a community of women whose purpose is to know God and to experi-
ence freedom as whole persons through Jesus Christ; to develop a creative, supportive fellowship; and to 
expand concepts of mission through participation in the global ministries of the church." 

 

The statement above is from the website:  unitedmethodistwomen.org.  On Saturday, January 22 at 10:00 am     

De Soto UMW will have one of our four 2022 Event Planning meetings.  Come help to plan events and lend a 

hand where needs must.  You know you have special talents we need to spread the joy of community and uplift 

our mission giving.  Join us, we need each and every one of you.  Hope to see you there. 

2022—FULL OF BLESSINGS AND GRACE 



**Covid-19 Check-In Questions: 

1. Have you experienced any of the following symptoms in the past 48 hours? 

• Fever or chills 

• Cough 

• Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing 

• Fatigue 

• Muscle or body aches 

• Headache 

• New loss of taste or smell 

• Sore throat 

• Congestion or runny nose 

• Nausea or vomiting 

• Diarrhea 

2. Are you isolating or quarantining because you tested positive for Covid-19 or are worried that you may be 

sick with Covid-19? 

3. Are you fully vaccinated OR have you recovered from a documented Covid-19 infection in the last 3 months?   

To be considered fully vaccinated, you must be >2 weeks following receipt of the second dose in a 2-dose series or >2 weeks following 

receipt of one dose of a single-dose vaccine. 

IMPORTANT: If you answered “yes” to question 3, AND “no” to questions 1 and 2, you are done with the screen-

ing questions and may participate in your planned activity. 

4. Have you been in close physical contact in the last 14 days with: 

• Anyone who is known to have laboratory-confirmed Covid-19? 

            OR 

• Anyone who has any symptoms consistent with Covid-19? 

Close physical contact is defined as being within 6 feet of an infected/symptomatic person for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or 

more over a 24-hour period starting from 48 hours before illness onset (or, for asymptomatic individuals, 48 hours prior to text speci-

men collection). 

5. Are you currently waiting on the results of a Covid-19 Test? 

IMPORTANT: Answer “no” if you are waiting on the results of a pre-travel or post-travel Covid-19 test. 

6.  Have you traveled in the past 10 days? 

Travel is defined as any trip that is overnight AND on public transportation (plane, train, bus, Uber, Lyft, cab, etc.) OR any trip that is 

overnight AND with people who are not in your household. 

If you are not fully vaccinated and answered “no” to ALL questions, you may participate in your planned activity. 

If you are not fully vaccinated and answered “yes” to any question, please help us protect you and  

others by not participating in your activity.  Questions?  Please speak with the activity leader. 

Due to updates in guidance and access to vaccinations, De Soto UMC has updated our Covid-19 Check-In Questions 



Sundays 

  9:00am Groups for All Ages 

10:00am Worship 

 

Phone: 913-583-1359 

Web:  www.desotoumc.org 

Facebook.com:  

Desotounitedmethodistchurch 

YouTube.com:  De Soto United Methodist Church 
Look for our logo.  You can find our recorded worship 
services and devotionals on these. 

De Soto United Methodist Church Pastor:  Reverend Jeff Prothro   

E-mail: pastorjeff@desotoumc.org 

Phone:  316-214-0144 

 

Coordinator for Children, Youth and Family:  

Sabrina Wellman 

E-mail: youthfamily@desotoumc.org 

Phone:  785-749-4577 

 

Secretary:  Linda Patton 

Church E-mail:  umcoffice@desotoumc.org 

De Soto United Methodist Church 

8760 Kill Creek Road                         

P O Box 400                                           

De Soto, KS 66018 

 
 


